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e live in an extraordinary transitional period in the history of Muslim-West relations. Islam and Christianity
are the two largest and fastest growing world religions; as
they engage each other globally and domestically, they
impact religion, politics and international affairs.
In 1992 I was invited by Georgetown University’s administration to discuss a proposal from the Foundation for Christian–
Muslim Understanding in Geneva to create a center that
would focus on Muslim–Christian relations in international
affairs. The initial vision for the Center came from the concerns and vision of Hasib Sabbagh, a prominent Palestinian
Christian businessman and philanthropist, and a small
group of similar-minded Arab Muslim and Christian corporate leaders. The Iranian Revolution and Khomeini’s call for a
global “Islamic Revolution” led to a belief by some, including
President Ronald Reagan, that Qaddafi’s Libya and Khomeini’s
Iran constituted a Green Menace, the next global threat after
the Soviet Union. These fears fostered a climate of fear and
suspicion, talk of clashing civilizations, and of an impending
confrontation between the Muslim world and the West.

Founded in 1789, the nation’s oldest Catholic and Jesuit university, Georgetown offered the Center a location in a major
university with high visibility in the United States. Georgetown’s
religious heritage, ecumenical character, engagement in international affairs and location in Washington, DC offered an
incomparable vantage point both nationally and internationally. The Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding: History
and International Affairs officially opened in September 1993.
Its mission was to foster the study of Muslim–Christian relations
and to promote better understanding and dialogue between
the Muslim world and the West. Given the political, military, and
cultural influence of the United States in the Arab and broader
Muslim worlds, the Center’s audience was to be not only the
academic and religious communities, but also actors in international affairs, policymakers, government officials, journalists
and corporate leaders.
Response to the creation of the Center was immediate and
almost overwhelming. The growth of our faculty and staff was
quick and our impact exponential. By our eighth anniversary
in 2001, we were an established and thriving Center, building
bridges of mutual understanding in the US and internationally.
Like so many others, we looked forward with great expectations to the 21st century. All of that was shattered on 9/11.

The terrorist attacks on 9/11, which impacted so many lives
and came to symbolize the global threat of Osama bin Laden
and Al-Qaeda, also dealt a major blow to Muslim-West relations and to our mission. As one of the members of our
international advisory board noted, it set us back nearly two
decades. In the aftermath of 9/11, Center faculty were inundated with media requests from major newspapers, radio
and TV outlets. We traveled across America and the world
addressing many of the fears, questions and issues being
raised: “Why do they hate us?” “Is the war against global terrorism a war against Islam and an excuse for the US to redraw
the map of the Middle East?” “Is Islam a particularly violent
religion?” “Is Islam incompatible with modernity and democracy?” Center faculty participated in conferences across the
US, Europe and the Muslim world and published books, articles, and blogged on key issues. They played a significant role
speaking to religious, academic and government leaders and
communities, and were among the leaders in international
initiatives with the World Economic Forum, the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s Building Bridges program, the UN Alliance of
Civilizations, and The Common Word project between major
Muslim and Christian religious leaders.

Today we face historic transformations from the Arab Spring—
the toppling of authoritarian regimes, the emergence of new
more democratic governments, and demands for democratic
reforms in many Gulf countries. In the midst of these challenges, the Center is able to play an important role, working
with outstanding staff. As we approach our 20th anniversary,
drawing on the networks of scholars, religious and political leaders and communities we have established across the
world, we look forward to the next decade of realizing our
mission at home and abroad.

John L. Esposito
University Professor and Founding Director
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding

Given the many opportunities that outstripped our resources,
we were especially fortunate in 2005 to receive a generous
gift from Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal, a global entrepreneur and
philanthropist. The $20 million endowment has guaranteed
the permanent existence of the Center and enabled us to significantly expand our activities.
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About ACMCU

History and Mission
The Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding, renamed The
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding
(ACMCU) in 2006, was founded in 1993 by an agreement
between the Fondation pour l’Entente entre Chretiens et
Musulmans in Geneva, established by Hasib Sabbagh, and
Georgetown University to build stronger bridges of understanding between the Muslim world and the West as well
as between Islam and Christianity. In 2006, the Center was
renamed The Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding in recognition of a generous gift from Prince
Alwaleed Bin Talal Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud to guarantee the
future of the Center and to support its mission and activities.
The Center’s mission is twofold: to improve relations between
the Muslim world and the West, and to enhance understanding of Muslims in the West. It achieves this mission through a
combination of rigorous scholarship and research, a wideranging academic curriculum, regular events and public
outreach, and frequent publications. ACMCU’s activities are
designed to address stereotypes of Islam and warnings of
a clash of civilizations, as well as engage challenging questions regarding the compatibility of Islam and modern life,
from democratization and pluralism, to the status of women,
minorities, and human rights.

HRH Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Visit to ACMCU, Spring 2008

Left to right: ACMCU Founding Director John L. Esposito,
HH Princess Ameerah Al-Taweel, HRH Prince Alwaleed Bin
Talal, Georgetown University President John J. DeGioia, and
Secretary General and Executive Director of the Alwaleed
Bin Talal Foundation Muna Abu Sulayman
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The Center’s faculty are a primary resource
for authoritative information on
Islam and the Muslim World.
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ACMCU Community

FACULTY
John L. Esposito is University Professor,

Professor of Religion and International
Affairs and of Islamic Studies and
Founding Director of the Alwaleed Bin
Talal Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding at the Walsh School of
Foreign Service, Georgetown University.
Esposito specializes in Islam, political Islam from North Africa
to Southeast Asia, and Religion and International Affairs. He is
Editor-in-Chief of Oxford Islamic Studies Online and Series
Editor: Oxford Library of Islamic Studies, Editor-in-Chief of the
six-volume The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World, The
Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, The Oxford
History of Islam (a Book-of-the-Month Club selection), The
Oxford Dictionary of Islam, The Islamic World: Past and
Present, and Oxford Islamic Studies Online. His more than 45
books include Islamophobia and the Challenge of Pluralism in
the 21st Century, The Future of Islam, Who Speaks for Islam?
What a Billion Muslims Really Think (with Dalia Mogahed),
Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam (a Washington Post
and Boston Globe best seller), The Islamic Threat: Myth or
Reality?, Islam and Politics, Political Islam: Radicalism,
Revolution or Reform?, Islam and Democracy (with J. Voll). His
writings have been translated into more than 35 languages,
including Arabic, Turkish, Persian, Bahasa Indonesia, Urdu,
European languages, Japanese and Chinese.
A former President of the Middle East Studies Association
of North America and of the American Council for the Study
of Islamic Societies, Vice Chair of the Center for the Study of
Islam and Democracy, and member of the World Economic
Forum’s Council of 100 Leaders, in 2011 he was named Vice
President (2011) and President Elect (2012) of the American

Academy of Religion. He is an ambassador for the UN Alliance
of Civilizations.
Esposito is recipient of the American Academy of Religion’s
Martin E. Marty Award for the Public Understanding of
Religion and of Pakistan’s Quaid-i-Azzam Award for
Outstanding Contributions in Islamic Studies and the School
of Foreign Service, Georgetown University Award for
Outstanding Teaching.
John O. Voll is Professor of Islamic

History and Associate Director of the
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding at Georgetown
University. He taught Middle Eastern,
Islamic, and world history at the University
of New Hampshire for thirty years before
moving to Georgetown in 1995. He graduated from
Dartmouth College and received his Ph.D. degree from
Harvard University. He has lived in Cairo, Beirut, and Sudan
and has traveled widely in the Muslim world. The second
edition of his book Islam: Continuity and Change in the
Modern World appeared in 1994. He is co-author, with John L.
Esposito, of Islam and Democracy and Makers of
Contemporary Islam and is editor, author, or co-author of
seven additional books. He is a past president of the Middle
East Studies Association and also of the New England
Historical Association. He has served on the Boards of
Directors of the American Council of Learned Societies, the
New Hampshire Humanities Council, the New Hampshire
Council on World Affairs, the Sudan Studies Association, and
the World History Association and is on the editorial boards of
Oxford Bibliographies Online and Oxford Islamic Studies
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FACULTY (continued)
Online, as well as a number of scholarly journals. He was the
chair of the program committee for the 1999 annual meeting
of the American Historical Association. In 1991 he received an
Egyptian Presidential Medal in recognition for scholarship on
Islam. He has published numerous articles and book chapters
on modern Islamic, Sudanese, and world history.
Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad is Professor of

the History of Islam and Christian–Muslim
Relations at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center
for Muslim–Christian Understanding. She
has taught Islamic Studies at Vassar
College, Colgate University and Hartford
Seminary and Modern Middle East History
at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She has
conducted research on twentieth century Islamic thought in
Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait, Morocco and Tunisia and has travelled
extensively in the Muslim world. She is the past president of
the Middle East Studies Association and the American
Academy of Religion, New England Region. She is a member
of the Council on Foreign Relations. She is a recipient of the
Distinguished Alumnus Award for Outstanding Achievement
and Distinction in Service to the Profession, Boston University,
School of Theology (2007) and Scholar of the Year: Canadian
Corporation for Studies in Religion (2002). Her publications
include: Not Quite American? The Shaping of Arab and Muslim
Identity in the United States, and Contemporary Islam and the
Challenge of History. She has co-authored Muslim Women in
America, Gender, Islam, and Society (with Jane I. Smith and
Kathleen Moore), The Islamic Revival since 1989: A Critical
Survey and Bibliography 1989–1994 (with J. Esposito), Islamic
Values in the United States: A Comparative Study (with A.
Lummis), Mission to America: Five Islamic Sectarian
Movements in North America (with J. Smith), The Islamic
Understanding of Death and Resurrection (with J. Smith). She
has edited Muslims in the West: From Sojourners to Citizens
and The Muslims of America. She has co-edited 13 other books
including Educating the Muslims of America (with J. Smith and
F. Senzai), Islamic Law and Modernity, (with B. Stowasser),
Religion and Immigration: Christian, Jewish and Muslim
Experiences in the United States (with J. Smith and J.
Esposito), Daughters of Abraham: Feminist Thought in
Judaism, Christianity and Islam (with J. Esposito), Muslims on
the Americanization Path? (with J. Esposito), Islam, Gender
and Social Change (with J. Esposito), Christian-Muslim
Encounters (with W. Z. Haddad), and The Oxford Encyclopedia
of the Modern Islamic World. Her research interests include
Muslims in the West, twentieth century Islamic thought,
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Islamic revolutionary movements, contemporary Quranic
interpretation, women in Islam, and Middle Eastern Christians
in the modern world.
Jonathan Brown is Assistant Professor

of Islamic Studies at the Alwaleed Bin Talal
Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding. He received his BA in
History from Georgetown University in
2000 and his doctorate in Near Eastern
Languages and Civilizations from the
University of Chicago in 2006. Dr. Brown has studied and
conducted research in Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Morocco, Saudi
Arabia, Yemen, Indonesia and Iran, and he is a term member
of the Council on Foreign Relations. His book publications
include The Canonization of al-Bukhari and Muslim: The
Formation and Function of the Sunni Hadith Canon (Brill,
2007), Hadith: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and
Modern World (Oneworld, 2009) and Muhammad: A Very
Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2011). He has
published articles in the fields of Hadith, Islamic law, Sufism,
Arabic lexical theory and Pre-Islamic poetry and is the editor
in chief of the Oxford Encyclopedia of Islamic Law. Dr.
Brown’s current research interests include the history of
forgery and historical criticism in Islamic civilization, comparison with the Western tradition, and modern conflicts
between Late Sunni Traditionalism and Salafism in Islamic
thought.
Amira Sonbol is Professor of History at

the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding. She specializes in
the history of modern Egypt, Islamic
history and law, women, gender and Islam
and is the author of several books
including The New Mamluks: Egyptian
Society and Modern Feudalism; Women, the Family and
Divorce Laws in Islamic History; The Creation of a Medical
Profession in Egypt: 1800–1922; The Memoirs of Abbas Hilmi II:
Sovereign of Egypt; Women of the Jordan: Islam, Labor and
Law; Beyond the Exotic: Muslim Women’s Histories. Professor
Sonbol is Editor-in-Chief of HAWWA: the Journal of Women of
the Middle East and the Islamic World published by E.J. Brill
and Co-Editor of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, a
quarterly journal co-published with Selly Oak Colleges (UK).
She teaches courses on the History of Modern Egypt, Women
and Law, and Islamic Civilization.

Shireen T. Hunter is Visiting Professor at

the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding, with which she
has been associated since 2005. Prior to
this she was Director of the Islam Program
at CSIS (1998–2005), Visiting Senior Fellow
and Director of the Mediterranean Program
at the European Policy Center in Brussels (1994–1997), and
Deputy Director of the Middle East Program at CSIS (1983–
1993). Dr. Hunter was also an academic fellow of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York (2000–2002). Before that she was a
Visiting Scholar at the Brookings Institution (1979–1980) and
Research Fellow at the Harvard Center for International Affairs
(January-August 1979). From 1965–1978 she was a member of
the Iranian Foreign Service. She served in Tehran, London,
Geneva (United Nation’s European Office) and participated in
UN general Assembly meetings in New York. She reached the
rank of Counsellor. Dr. Hunter is the author of 12 books and
monographs and editor/contributor of 12 books and monographs. She has published more than 40 book chapters and
45 journal articles as well as more than 200 opinion pieces in
major U.S. and Middle Eastern newspapers. She has lectured
widely in the U.S., Europe, the Middle East and the Former
Soviet Union Republics to universities, government and
business audiences and presented papers to conferences. She
appears regularly in the media in the U.S. and Europe
including the Persian language programs of the VOA and the
BBC. Her books have been translated into Arabic and Persian
and are widely used in courses at universities.

Dr. Hunter’s publications include: Iran’s Foreign Policy in
the Post-Soviet Era: Resisting the new International Order
(Praeger, 2010), Reformist Voices of Islam: Mediating
Islam and Modernity (M. E. Sharpe, 2008), Islam in Russia:
The Politics of Identity and Security (M. E. Sharpe, 2004),
Modernization, Democracy and Islam (Praeger, 2005), Islam,
Europe’s Second Religion (Praeger, 2002), The Future of Islam
and the West: Clash of Civilizations or Peaceful Coexistence
(Praeger, 1998). Dr. Hunter was educated at the Tehran
University (B.A. in Law and Political Science), London School
of Economics (M.Sc. in International Relations), and the
Graduate Institute of International Affairs (Ph.D. in Political
Science). She is Fluent in English, French, Persian and Azari
Turkish and has a basic knowledge of Arabic.

7

STAFF
Alexa Poletto has been the Associate

Director at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center
for Muslim–Christian Understanding since
2008. Alexa completed her B.A. at William
& Mary where she double-majored in
Middle East Studies and Philosophy. She
studied Arabic at William & Mary and in
Morocco and was awarded a Fulbright to Syria in 2002. Alexa
has extensive educational and work experience throughout the
Middle East, Europe, and North America. She has worked in
education, the private sector within the financial services industry,
and in non-profit organizations, previously holding positions
with AMIDEAST, the Council for Arab-British Understanding,
the House of Lords, and Bear Stearns International.
Adam C. Holmes is the Program

Coordinator at the Alwaleed Bin Talal
Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding.
He is a graduate of Missouri State University,
where he received a B.A. (with honors) in
History and Philosophy. In addition to
studying Arabic at the American University
in Cairo, he has studied in Great Britain, Canada, and Germany.
He is a native of Springfield, Missouri.
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Mona Mogahed is the Conference

Coordinator at the Alwaleed Bin Talal
Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding. She received her BA from
the University of Wisconsin–Madison
where she studied Rhetoric, Religious
Studies, and Middle East Studies. Following
graduation, she spent one year living in Egypt through the
Center for Arabic Study Abroad (CASA) program, a fellowship
for advanced Arabic study based at the American University
in Cairo. She is a native of Madison, Wisconsin.
Saurav J. Thapa is the Executive Assistant

at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for
Muslim–Christian Understanding. Saurav
received his Master of Arts in Law and
Diplomacy with concentrations in international conflict resolution and international
security policy from The Fletcher School at
Tufts University in 2010. Prior to that, he received a B.A. with a
double major in International Relations and Government from
Hampshire College. He has worked for international organizations, think tanks, foundations, and non-profits in the United
States and in Nepal. He is a native of Kathmandu, Nepal.

ACMCU is a community of scholars
committed to building bridges of
understanding and mutual respect.

ACADEMIC COUNCIL
J. Bryan Hehir —
Co-chair
Harvard University
Sulayman Nyang —
Co-chair
Howard University
Hibba Abugideiri
Villanova University
Asma Afsaruddin
Indiana University

Charles Butterworth
University of Maryland

Thomas Michel, S.J.
Georgetown University

Juan Cole
University of Michigan

James Piscatori
Durham University

Leila Fawaz
Tufts University

Emad Shahin
University of Notre Dame

Rosalind Hackett
University of Tennessee

Tamara Sonn
College of William & Mary

Muqtedar Khan
University of Delaware

EDUCATION CONSULTANT
Susan Douglass has an M.A. in Arab

Studies from Georgetown University and a
B.A. in History from the University of
Rochester. She is currently a Ph.D.
candidate in History at George Mason
University. During 2006, she served as
Senior Researcher for the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations initiative, and was an Affiliated Scholar
with the Council on Islamic Education for over a decade,
reviewing over a dozen commercial textbooks in development, reviewing state curricula and standards, and developing
instructional resources. She conducted teacher workshops
nationwide for over a decade before developing the workshop program at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding.

COMMON WORD FELLOW
About the Common Word Fellowship
In 2010, ACMCU, the Office of the President at Georgetown
University, and the Royal Aal al-Bayt Institute for Islamic
Thought in Amman, Jordan established the first “Common
Word Fellowship” in Muslim–Christian Relations. The creation of the fellowship was inspired by and a follow-up to A
Common Word Between Us and You, a global initiative that
supports peaceful Christian-Muslim relations by providing a
forum for dialogue and cooperation between the two faith
communities. The Common Word Fellow works to advance
these goals at the Center through research, teaching, organizing major events, and publishing articles. In 2010–2011, the
recipient of the Common Word Fellowship was Dr. Louay Safi,
a prolific author and frequent speaker on issues of human
rights, civil liberties, Middle East peace, leadership, and
Islam and the West.
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CENTER FELLOWS
About the Center Fellows
ACMCU recruits some of the most well-respected scholars in
the field to serve as Center Fellows, representing our Center
in academic and policy circles around the world. In addition to
participating in ACMCU activities, Center Fellows are regularly
invited to speak at high-profile events, serve as key policy
advisors, and publish articles in major periodicals and books,
allowing them to play an integral role in ACMCU’s engagement with other institutions.
Ibrahim Kalin is a Senior Advisor to the

Prime Minister of Turkey on foreign policy
and public diplomacy since 2009, a Senior
Fellow at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for
Muslim–Christian Understanding,
Georgetown University and the Founding
Director (2005–2009) of the SETA
Foundation for Political, Economic and Social Research based
in Ankara, Turkey. Dr. Kalin received his B.A. in History from
the University of Istanbul and Ph.D. from the George
Washington University, Washington, D.C. His areas of
academic interest include Islamic philosophy, Mulla Sadra,
Islam-West relations and Turkish foreign policy. A member of
various academic associations and councils, Dr. Kalin has
widely travelled and lectured on current events. Dr. Kalin’s
publications include Knowledge in Later Islamic Philosophy:
Mulla Sadra on Existence, Intellect and Intuition (Oxford
University Press, 2010) and Islamophobia and the Challenge of
Pluralism in the 21st Century, co-edited with John L. Esposito
(Oxford University Press, 2011).
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Margot Badran is a historian and

gender studies specialist focusing on the
Middle East and Muslim societies in the
East and West. A Senior Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars and a Senior Fellow at the
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding at Georgetown University, she holds
a D. Phil. from Oxford University, an M.A. from Harvard
University, and a diploma from Al Azhar University. Recently
Edith Kreeger Wolf Distinguished Visiting Professor in the
Department of Religion and Preceptor at the Institute for the
Study of Islamic Thought at Northwestern University, she has
lectured widely in the United States and abroad. Her most
recent book is Feminism in Islam: Secular and Religious
Convergences (2009). Other books include Feminism beyond
East and West; Feminists, Islam and Nation: Gender and the
Making of Modern Egypt; Opening the Gates: An Anthology of
Arab Feminist Writing which she co-edited; and Harem Years:
the Memoirs of an Egyptian Feminist, Huda Shaarawi which
she translated, edited, and introduced.
Ali A. Mazrui was born in Mombasa,

Kenya, on February 24, 1933. He is currently
Albert Schweitzer Professor in the
Humanities, and Director of the Institute of
Global Cultural Studies at Binghamton
University, SUNY, Binghamton, N.Y.
Dr. Mazrui is also Andrew D. White
Professor-at-Large Emeritus and Senior Scholar in Africana
Studies at Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. Dr. Mazrui is a former
Vice-President of the International Political Science Association,
Paris, France; a former Chancellor of Jomo Kenyatta University
of Agriculture and Technology, Kenya; and a former President
of the African Studies Association of the United States. He is
currently President of the Association of Muslim Social
Scientists, Washington, D.C. Professor Mazrui has published
more than thirty books and hundreds of articles, many of them
about Islam and the Muslim World. In 2005 the American
Journal, Foreign Policy (Washington, D.C.) and the British
Journal, Prospect (London) nominated Ali Mazrui among the
top one hundred public intellectuals alive in the world as a whole.

MALAYSIA CHAIR OF ISLAM IN SOUTHEAST ASIA
About the Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia
The Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia was established
in an effort to ensure that particular attention is devoted to
the study of Islam as practiced in this important region, with
scholars focusing on countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia,
and Thailand.
Syafaatun Almirzanah is a professor

of Islam and Middle Eastern Politics and
Diplomacy at The University of Indonesia,
Jakarta, and Founding Director of the
La Convivencia Center for Human Rights
and Religious Values. At the State Islamic
University Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, she
is a Professor of Religious Studies. An activist in interfaith
dialogue nationally and internationally, Almirzanah specializes
in Sufism, interfaith dialogue, and comparative mysticism.
She is now doing her research on Muslim–Christian relations
in the Netherlands and Indonesia. Almirzanah’s books include:
When Mystic Masters Meet: Towards a New Matrix for
Christian-Muslim Dialogue, Scriptural Hermeneutics, An
Interfaith Discussion, What Should Non-Muslims Know
about Islam. She is also an editor of the book Hermeneutics:
A Reader (with Sahiron Syamsuddin), Hermeneutics:
Applications, and Curriculum: a Reader. Almirzanah has been
interviewed in The Chicago Tribune, WTTW (Chicago Tonight),
US. Catholic Magazine, and she has written many articles in
journals and newspapers.
Osman Bakar, an Emeritus Professor of

Philosophy at the University of Malaya, is
currently the Deputy CEO of the Institute
of Advanced Islamic Studies (IAIS), Kuala
Lumpur. A former Vice President/Deputy
Vice-Chancellor (Academic and Research)
at the University of Malaya (1995–2000)
and Professor at the International Institute of Islamic Thought
and Civilization (ISTAC), Malaysia (2005–2008), Dr. Bakar is
also a Visiting Research Fellow at Doshisha University, Kyoto,
Japan. Formerly the holder of Malaysia Chair of Islam in
Southeast Asia at Georgetown University (2000–2005),

Dr. Bakar was educated in London University where he
obtained B.Sc and M.Sc in Mathematics. He earned his
doctorate in Islamic philosophy from Temple University,
Philadelphia.
Imtiyaz Yusuf is the Program Director of

the Department of Religion, Graduate
School of Philosophy and Religion, at
Assumption University in Bangkok,
Thailand. He specializes in religion with a
focus on Islam in Thailand and Southeast
Asia and also Muslim-Buddhist dialogue.
Dr. Yusuf is currently Senior Fellow at the Alwaleed Bin Talal
Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding, Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C. He is also editor in chief of the
Oxford Islamic Studies Online, “Regional Spotlight on Islam in
Southeast Asia Project.” In 2009–2010, he was visiting
Associate Professor and Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast
Asia at ACMCU, Georgetown University. Dr. Yusuf was the
special Editor of The Muslim World—A Special Issue on Islam
and Buddhism Vol. 100, Nos 2–3 April/July 2010.
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim is currently

a member of Parliament in Malaysia and
leader of the reform oriented Opposition
Coalition, Pakatan Rakyat. From August
2005–December 2006 he was the
Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia at
the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding where he lectured on contemporary
politics in Southeast Asia focusing on the role of Islam in
shaping the region’s political evolution. He remains involved
in the Center’s activities as a Senior Fellow and lectures on
American campuses during his frequent visits to the United
States. Anwar Ibrahim was the Deputy Prime Minister of
Malaysia from 1993–1998. He also served as Minister of
Finance, Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports in 1983; Minister
of Agriculture in 1984; and Minister of Education in 1986. He
was also Chairman of the Development Committee of the
World Bank and International Monetary Fund in 1998 and
President of UNESCO’s General Conference.

11

A Common Word between Us and You: A Global Agenda for
Change, left to right: His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III, Greek
Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, Rt. Rev. & Hon. Richard Chartres,
D.D., F.S.A. Bishop of London, Reverend J. Bryan Hehir, President
of Catholic Charities USA, Sheikh Mustafa Efendi Cerić, Grand Mufti
of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Heba Raouf, PhD, convener of the Building
Global Democracy Program and Professor of political theory at the
American University in Cairo)
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ACMCU Programming

CONFERENCES AND MAJOR EVENTS
A Common Word
A Common Word between Us and You:
A Global Agenda for Change
In the fall of 2009 Georgetown University’s Office of the
President and the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding, together with the Royal Aal al-Bayt
Institute for Islamic Thought of Jordan, hosted a major international conference entitled “A Common Word between Us and
You: A Global Agenda for Change.” A Common Word was a
two-day conference focused on the message of the Common
Word Initiative, the mission of which is to promote peace
between Muslims and Christians. This conference was attended
by over 800 people and kicked off with a panel featuring former British Prime Minister Tony Blair, Former Prime Minister of
Norway Kjell Magne Bondevik, Former Deputy Prime Minister
of Malaysia Anwar Ibrahim, Founding Director of the Alwaleed
Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding Dr. John L.
Esposito, Grand Mufti of Bosnia Mustafa Cerić, and moderator
Riz Khan, host of the Riz Khan Show on Al Jazeera English.

A Common Word: Responding to the Challenges of Religious Pluralism &
Conflict Resolution (Shobana Shankar)

A Common Word: Responding to the Challenges
of Religious Pluralism & Conflict Resolution
In the spring of 2011, ACMCU hosted a follow-up meeting to
its successful conference A Common Word: A Global Agenda
for Change. This conference explored concrete initiatives
undertaken by practitioners from Muslim and Christian faith
communities, in hopes of going beyond theological discussions and highlighting the “so-what” factor of this important initiative. The panelists discussed madrassa curriculum
reforms in Pakistan and Afghanistan, the roles of Christian and
Muslim NGOs, and religion and conflict resolution in Nigeria.
Participants presented significant projects taking place
on both a local and international scale, demonstrating the
breadth and success of outcomes that can emerge as a result
of multi-faith cooperation and the key principles outlined in
A Common Word.

A Common Word between Us and You: A Global Agenda for Change
(Ibrahim Kalin, Amr Khaled)
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John L. Esposito and Tariq Ramadan

CONFERENCES AND MAJOR EVENTS (continued)
Shariah Conference

Tariq Ramadan

Rethinking Shariah: Who Speaks for Islam?

Muslims Today: A Radical Reform
Tariq Ramadan in conversation with John L. Esposito

On issues ranging from extremist violence to women’s rights,
those interested in the effects of Islamic law on society and
the state are faced with the question of who speaks for
Islamic law today. In the fourteen centuries since Muhammad’s
life, there has never been one single Muslim voice that can
unequivocally define what Islam is or what Islamic law
decrees. Instead, Muslim scholars have engaged in a process
of debate, consensus building, and consensus breaking that
has spanned centuries and continues today. This day-long
conference, featuring leading scholars in the field from around
the world, explored these issues in depth, seeking to describe
the current state of Islamic law and to speculate on its possible future trajectories.

Deconstructing the “Clash of Civilizations”: From “Us and Them” to
“We are Them” (John L. Esposito and Sarah Joseph)
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In his first Washington appearance since the US government
reinstated his visa to enter the country, Islamic scholar Tariq
Ramadan joined ACMCU Founding Director John L. Esposito
in a conversation exploring the challenges of confronting the
status quo and promoting radical reform in Islam and the
Muslim world. Ramadan emphasized the need for a contextual understanding of the Quran in order to advance his envisaged goal of intellectual and transformative reform.

Our Shared Future
Deconstructing the “Clash of Civilizations”:
From “Us and Them” to “We are Them”
An international symposium jointly organized by the British
Council and the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding, this two-day event brought together opinion
leaders, academics, researchers, commentators and journalists to reflect on relations between Muslims and non-Muslims
in the US and Europe. The aim of the meeting was to move
beyond the “Clash of Civilizations” or Clash of Cultures narrative in order to identify and outline the basic components
of a new paradigm that helps us understand the common
values that bind us together. Participants explored such questions as: What is the body of scholarship that supports such
a paradigm? What kind of language is needed to describe
this new “we”? What new ways must be devised to teach our
children history? What new awareness must we create among
journalists, opinion leaders and policymakers? In addition to
a series of closed sessions, the conference featured a large
public event entitled From “Us and Them” to “We are Them”:

World Leadership Program 2010

WEEKLY BRIEFINGS
Rethinking Muslim–West Relations and Our Common Identity
with panelists John L. Esposito, ACMCU Founding Director,
Deborah Amos, NPR reporter, Gallup Senior Analyst Mohamed
Younis, and a representative from the US Department of
State. The discussion was moderated by Emel Magazine’s
Sarah Joseph.

World Leadership Program 2010
World Leadership Program: Encounters with American
and Middle Eastern Values, Cultures and Institutions
This program was a ground-breaking collaboration between
Al-Azhar University in Cairo, the World Leadership Program,
and the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian
Understanding, supported through a generous grant from the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. The two-week program brought
together, for the first time, emerging religious leaders from
the Middle East with American doctoral and seminary students from different traditions. Over the course of the two
weeks, these students met with a variety of American leaders
from the fields of academia, media, government, and religion. Some of these leaders included Valerie Jarrett, Senior
Advisor and Assistant to the President for Intergovernmental
Affairs and Public Engagement, Farah Pandith of the United
States State Department, James Leach, Chairman of the
National Endowment for the Humanities, and Riz Khan from
Al Jazeera English. This extensive program helped to introduce the Al-Azhar students to a more nuanced understanding
of American culture and values while exposing the American
students to a broad understanding of Arab Muslim culture,
ultimately working to foster deeper connections between
emerging Western and Middle East / Muslim scholars.

About ACMCU’s Weekly Briefings
Throughout the academic year, ACMCU hosts weekly briefings
given by world-renowned guest scholars and policymakers.
These sessions are attended by a diverse cross-section of
audience members from government, NGOs, think-tanks,
academia, and the general public, and seek to address issues
of topical interest in international political affairs, inter-religious dialogue, theology and Islamic studies, and community
activism and social justice. The following is a selection of past
events hosted by ACMCU.

ACMCU Weekly Briefing (Abdulaziz Altwaijri)
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EVENTS: POLITICAL AND POLICY BRIEFINGS
The Costs of Not Engaging Hamas
Jeroen Gunning, Reader in Middle East Politics and Conflict
Studies at the School of Government and International
Affairs, Durham University, and the Director of the Durham
Global Security Institute for Defence, Development and
Diplomacy (DGSi)
In this lecture, Dr. Gunning focused on the question of engaging Hamas and the consequences of non-engagement. He
examined critically the arguments against engaging Hamas
before showing how non-engagement, coupled with the
international blockade of Gaza, has served to strengthen the
hardliners within the organization, to expand Hamas’ control
over Gaza, and to deepen the fragmentation of the Palestinian
territories. He then looked at an example of engagement by
the Swiss government before concluding that, given the costs
of non-engagement, the potential benefits of engagement
outweigh any negative effects.

Nigeria’s Religious Leaders in an Age of Radicalism
and Neoliberalism
Rosalind Hackett, Professor and Head of the Department
of Religious Studies, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
In her remarks, Professor Hackett examined the religious leadership in Nigeria, which has a population of nearly an equal
number of Muslims and Christians, and how it has related to
outbreaks of religious activism and violence. The talk analyzed
critically those areas that are proving conducive to cooperation and conflict management among Nigeria’s religious leaders, contrasting them with those that generate disagreement,
if not outright hostility. Particular attention was given to proselytizing in the Nigerian context, and the increasing influence
of modern media.

Reform or Transformation? Arab Politics
and Islamic Movements

© Franco Pagetti/VII/Corbis

John L. Esposito, ACMCU Founding Director, John Voll, ACMCU
Associate Director, and Nathan Brown, Professor of Political
Science and International Affairs, George Washington University

A protester in Tahrir Square, Cairo, Egypt during the 2011 uprising.
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During the Spring of 2011, anti-government demonstrations
flared up across the Arab world, dramatically challenging
established political systems. In this discussion, three leading
experts on the region shed light on this potentially transforming
moment in the history of the modern Middle East. They examined events in Tunisia and Egypt and how these developments
might affect other Arab states, especially in the Gulf region.
The panelists discussed the nature of relations between political institutions and religious organizations, noting the impact of
new social media on the methods of political opposition.

Revolution and Democracy in the Muslim World

Somali Youth Radicalization in the United States

Anwar Ibrahim, Former Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister,
current leader of the reform-oriented Opposition Coalition,
Pakatan Rakyat, and ACMCU Senior Fellow

Jonathan Brown, ACMCU Assistant Professor, Cawo Abdi,
Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Minnesota, Sahar
Aziz, Legal Fellow, Institute for Social Policy and Understanding,
and Abdirizak Farah, Policy Advisor, US Department of
Homeland Security, Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Dr. Anwar Ibrahim delivered an enlightening presentation on
the role of democracy in Muslim-majority countries today,
offering reflections on the anti-government protests taking
place across the Middle East. From August 2005–December
2006, he was the Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia
at ACMCU, where he lectured on contemporary politics in
Southeast Asia focusing on the role of Islam in shaping the
region’s political evolution. He remains involved in the Center’s
activities as a Senior Fellow and lectures on American campuses during his frequent visits to the United States.

Yemen: Why it Matters to the US
and How We Get it Right

Like other immigrant and refugee groups in the US, the
Somali community has faced challenges of integration. Its
links to the Somali homeland, however, are complicated
by security risks and US anti-terror efforts in the region.
Surrounded by the obstacles of integration, racism, and
Islamophobia in the US, and the calls of radical Islamist groups
in Somalia, Somali youth here are in a poorly understood and
highly precarious situation. Bringing together expertise from
the social science, legal, government, and Somali community
perspectives, this panel sought to shed light on this important
yet understudied issue.

Ambassador Stephen Seche, Former US
Ambassador to Yemen
Yemen, the poorest country in the Arab world, has become a
key area of concern for the United States, given the terrorist threat emanating from its territory directed at both key
regional ally Saudi Arabia, and the American homeland itself.
Ambassador Seche gave a detailed description of the current
state of Yemen, underscoring the importance the US attaches
to its relationship with the government of long-time President
Ali Abdullah Saleh, who confronts a litany of serious internal challenges to the country’s stability, including an armed
insurgency in the north, an increasingly secessionist-minded
protest movement in the south, and a debilitated economy.
This event was co-sponsored by ACMCU and the Institute for
the Study of Diplomacy.

Old Sanaa buildings—traditional Yemeni houses.
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EVENTS: TOPICS IN INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Interfaith Dialogue/Trialogue in Jerusalem

Arabized Jews in Christian Spain

Mustafa Abu Sway, Professor of Philosophy and Islamic
Studies, Al-Quds University

Jonathan Ray, Samuel Eig Assistant Professor of Jewish
Studies, Department of Theology, Georgetown University

This lecture looked at the history, issues, and political implications of interfaith dialogue/trialogue in the city of Jerusalem
and its vicinity, broadly-defined. Though it could be said
that it has limited its scope, the Israeli military occupation
of the West Bank in 1967, including East Jerusalem, has not
prevented interfaith trialogue among Jews, Christians and
Muslims from taking place. Professor Abu Sway’s presentation highlighted the organizations involved in this effort, their
agendas, and their relationship to local, regional and international political players.

Professor Ray detailed the profound impact Arabic culture
had on the Jews of al-Andalus, who adapted certain elements
of it to fit their own needs while maintaining their distinct
cultural and religious identity. Examples of such cultural borrowing and adaptation are evidenced in their vernacular and
written language, in an interest in Greek-style science and
philosophy, as well as in a devotion to poetry. As the Jews
resettled in the Christian territories of medieval Iberia, they
retained much of the cultural profile they had developed in alAndalus. Was the persistence of an “Arabized” Jewish identity
in Christian Spain proof of a greater affinity between Jewish
and Muslim cultures, or was it part of a more complex set of
circumstances that governed the development of Jewish society in the medieval world? Professor Ray discussed how we
are to understand this phenomenon and its implications for
the possibilities of religious pluralism.

Dome of the Rock, Temple Mount, Jerusalem.
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Global Leadership Forum 2010:
Perspectives on Mission and Partnership
GLF 2010 was a major conference composed of four sessions
over the course of two days that featured an honest conversation between Muslims and Evangelicals about their shared values and unique perspectives on mission and partnership. The
forum sought to equip participants with a practical understanding of each faith tradition and the relationships between
them. The first session explored concepts of faith and identity
in each tradition, allowing panelists an opportunity to define
themselves and describe how their respective identities
determine how they live out their faiths. The second featured
a comparison of the Evangelical and Muslim understandings of mission and dawa, with special considerations for the

contrasting meaning of “pluralism” when engaging in evangelizing or proselytizing. The third session discussed practical
approaches for Evangelicals and Muslims to partner with one
another, offering real world examples of how to work together
despite deep theological differences. In the fourth and final
session, panelists explored how Muslims and Christians can
serve as partners towards reconciliation and conflict transformation. This event was co-sponsored by ACMCU and the
Institute for Global Engagement.

Book Discussion: Crescent and Dove:
Peace and Conflict Resolution in Islam
Qamar-ul Huda, Senior Program Officer, Religion
and Peacemaking Program, USIP
In the face of overwhelming attention to extremist movements and the fundamentalist Islam they often espouse,
exploration of peacemaking and conflict resolution in Muslim
communities have often been overlooked. Dr. Huda’s book,
The Crescent and Dove: Peace and Conflict Resolution in Islam,
looks at the relationship between contemporary Islam and
peacemaking by tackling the diverse interpretations,
concepts, and problems in this emerging and increasingly
important field.

Global Leadership Forum 2009
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ACMCU events feature prominent scholars,
policymakers, and religious leaders, and cover diverse topics
from contemporary political issues and inter-religious
dialogue, to theology and community activism.

EVENTS: TOPICS IN THEOLOGY AND ISLAMIC STUDIES
The Other Face of Yemen: The Religious World
of Yemeni Sufism

International Conference and Research Project: The
Resurgence of Religions in Southeast Asia: 1997–2011

Habib Umar bin Hafiz, Director of Dar Al Mustafa Seminary
in Tarim, Yemen

This international conference marked the beginning of a twoyear project that explores the relationship between religious
revitalization and dramatic social, political and economic
changes that have occurred across the region of Southeast
Asia over the past 15 years. Organized by the Alwaleed Bin
Talal Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding in collaboration with the Indonesian Consortium for Religious Studies
(ICRS-Yogya) and the Center for Religious and Cross-Cultural
Studies (CRCS) at Gadjah Mada University, as well as the
Institute on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs (ICRWA) at
Boston University, the giant four-day conference brought
together a group of 30–40 international scholars to serve as
the main presenters. They engaged with an audience that
included 60 Indonesian scholars and activists, 80 graduate
students, faculty members, and members of local religious
communities, as well as 20 media representatives. In addition
to two full-years of research, the project includes plans for a
follow-up conference to discuss results of the research, a workshop with policymakers and grass-roots leaders to advocate
for the changes supported by the research, the professional
production of a DVD film, extensive media coverage, and the
publication of one or more books by Oxford University Press.

Attention to Yemen in media, government, and academic
circles has tended to center on political turmoil and social
unrest in an unstable state. The Hadramawt valley of southern Yemen, however, is a different world, largely hidden to
most observers. In this discussion, the founder and head of a
large madrassa in the Hadramawt town of Tarim, Habib Umar
bin Hafiz, introduced this world to the Georgetown community. Oriented towards the world of the Indian Ocean, the
region has been home to an influential and venerated Sufi
order for centuries. Today, as in the past, the religious world of
Hadramawt is as compelling as it is important for understanding this complex country.

The Other Face of Yemen: The Religious World of Yemeni Sufism
(Habib Umar bin Hafiz)
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Feminism in Islam: Secular and Religious Convergences
Margot Badran, Senior Fellow at the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center
for Muslim–Christian Understanding

A Leading Islamic Authority Takes on the Radicals: A Major Fatwa Against
Terrorism (Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Tahir-ul-Qadri)

A Leading Islamic Authority Takes on the Radicals:
A Major Fatwa Against Terrorism
Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Tahir-ul-Qadri, Founding Leader,
Minhaj-ul-Quran International
In recent years, the world has witnessed tragic terrorist
attacks justified through the misinterpretation of Islamic
teachings. Such events have widened the gap between Islam
and the West and left many confused about key concepts of
jihad and the Islamic legal stance on suicide bombings and
terrorism. On March 2nd, 2010, Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri
issued a comprehensive 600-page fatwa (religious ruling)
condemning terrorism perpetrators, a ruling regarded as one
of the most comprehensive condemnations of terrorism to
date by any leading Islamic authority. A world-renowned and
deeply venerated Muslim scholar, Dr. Tahir-ul-Qadri’s lecture
presented a direct refutation of the ideology of Al-Qaeda and
the Taliban, describing his extensive ruling to the audience as
an absolute condemnation of terrorism without “any excuses
or pretexts” and going further than ever to declare terrorism
as kufr (disbelief) under Islamic law.

Margot Badran discussed her newest book Feminism in Islam:
Secular and Religious Convergences, which traces the history
and intersection of secular and Islamic feminism in Muslim
societies. The book demonstrates how religion has always
been integral to feminisms—including secular feminisms—in
Muslim societies, and how Muslim and Christian women have
joined forces to promote gender justice.

Islam, Human Rights, and the Secular: A Conversation
Talal Asad, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology at the
Graduate Center of the City University of New York, Abdullahi
An-Na’im, Charles Howard Candler Professor of Law at Emory
Law School, and Jose Casanova, Professor of Sociology and
Senior Fellow in the Berkley Center
Can one ground universal human rights in the Islamic tradition? How do secular notions of human rights—and those
derived from other religious traditions—compare with Islamic
perspectives? Does the secular and democratic state pose
a threat to Islam? Or might it in fact provide the best possible guarantee of the rights of Muslim citizens? Two leading
Muslim scholars, Talal Asad and Abdullahi An-Naim, discussed
these questions with moderator Jose Casanova. This event
was co-sponsored by ACMCU and the Berkley Center for
Religion, Peace, and World Affairs.
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EVENTS: COMMUNITY ACTIVISM
Film Screening: Budrus
As part of a jointly-sponsored film series, ACMCU and the
Center for Contemporary Arab Studies hosted a screening
of Budrus, an award-winning feature documentary film that
chronicles the inspirational story of Ayed Morrar, who, with
the help of his teenage daughter, mobilized a successful nonviolent protest campaign to defend his village against Israel’s
encroaching separation barrier. The movie is directed by
award-winning filmmaker Julia Bacha (co-writer and
editor of Control Room and co-director of Encounter Point),
and produced by Bacha, Palestinian journalist Rula Salameh,
and filmmaker and human rights advocate Ronit Avni
(formerly of WITNESS, Director of Encounter Point).

Religious Authority and Protests
Jonathan Brown, ACMCU Assistant Professor, Yvonne Haddad,
ACMCU Professor of Islamic History, and Gregoire Delhaye,
Scholar at Political Science Institute in Aix en Provence
Presented on the heels of unprecedented protests across the
Arab world, this panel examined the stances of influential
Muslim and Christian religious figures responding to anti-government movements in the region. The dramatic successes of
protests in Egypt and Tunisia forced religious figures to state
their positions about how their respective traditions view
political activism in general, and how they conceive of their
relationship with the state specifically. The panelists considered positions from state-approved clerics, exiled religious
intellectuals, and third-country scholars, explaining how this
historic occasion has forced religious figures to revise their
opinions and challenge decades-old assumptions.
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Panel Discussion: Park 51 Islamic Center near
Ground Zero: Issues in Conflict
John L. Esposito, ACMCU Founding Director, Thomas Farr,
Senior Fellow at the Berkley Center, Intisar Rabb, Law Professor
at Boston College, Bishop John Bryson Chane, the Bishop of
Washington, and John Voll, ACMCU Associate Director
The immense controversy aroused by the proposed construction of an Islamic community center near ground zero in lower
Manhattan highlighted a myriad of issues related to America’s
current religious landscape. The Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for
Muslim–Christian Understanding brought together experts to
discuss issues of religious freedom, national security, memories
and legacies of 9/11, Islamophobia, and the impact on interreligious relations and civil liberties. What followed was a series
of enlightening presentations as well as lively discussion among
panelists and audience members alike, demonstrating the
extent to which many Americans were torn on the issue.

Program: American Muslim Civic Leadership Institute
The American Muslim Civic Leadership Institute (AMCLI) is
housed at the University of Southern California’s Center for
Religion and Civic Culture and works in partnership with the
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–Christian Understanding
at Georgetown University. This program aimed to empower
emerging American Muslim civic leaders between the ages of
25 and 40 to engage their communities and organizations in
effective civic participation and to bring their community organizations into broader coalitions. The program included lectures
by scholars, experts, and practitioners from across the country
in the areas of civic participation from an Islamic perspective.

One Year Later: Commemorating the Israeli
Invasion of Gaza
Tamim al-Barghouti, visiting Georgetown professor,
Ghassan Tarazi, United Palestinian Appeal, and
Congressman Brian Baird (D-WA)
One year after the end of Operation Cast Lead, Israel’s offensive strike on the Gaza Strip, Tamim al-Barghouti, Ghassan
Tarazi, and Congressman Brian Baird joined together in a
panel discussion on the repercussions of the invasion and
current efforts for humanitarian and political progress. This
event was co-sponsored by ACMCU, Students for Justice in
Palestine, and the Muslim Students Association.

Nonviolence and Peace Activism in Iraq
Abdulsattar Younus, La’Onf
© rebecca cook/reuters/corbis

A key member of Iraq’s peace-building movement,
Abdulsattar Younus of Erbil, Iraq came to ACMCU while
traveling and speaking in the US after having received the
Fellowship of Reconciliation’s Pfeffer Peace Prize on behalf of
the La’Onf nonviolence network. Mr. Younus spoke about the
forces that have motivated the activists of Iraq to organize
La’Onf, a network of social groups committed to peace building, and about the challenges they face in Iraq today.
A young Muslim American female student holds the US flag during a
‘Children of the World’ student pageant at the Islamic Center of America in
Dearborn, Michigan, March 26, 2010.
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EVENTS: CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS
Can Comedy Save the World?:
FUNATICAL COMEDY TOUR Panel discussion
on Comedy as Cultural Diplomacy
Ahmed Ahmed, FUNATICAL Comedy Tour member, Mariam
A. Nawabi, Georgetown Law graduate, media commentator, human and women’s rights expert, Adel Iskander, Center
for Contemporary Arab Studies Professor, and Ambassador
Cynthia Schneider, Distinguished Professor in Practice of
Diplomacy at Georgetown University.
FUNATICAL is an intercultural, interfaith comedy tour that
breaks stereotypes and bridges gaps between Muslims, Jews,
Christians and other faiths from the Middle East and South
Asia. This panel discussion featured comedy vignettes from
the highly-anticipated FUNATICAL tour and an engaging
discussion on comedy as cultural diplomacy. The event was
co-sponsored by ACMCU, the Berkley Center, Mortara Center
for International Studies, Department of Culture and Politics,
Communication, Culture & Technology Program, and the
Department of Performing Arts.
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East Coast launch of “Domestic Crusaders”
at Busboys & Poets
Playwright Wajahat Ali and artists, musicians, and performers
from the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area came together
to celebrate the publication of “The Domestic Crusaders”,
the landmark play about American Muslims which received
standing ovations at its sold out performance at the Atlas
Theater and the Kennedy Center. This dynamic event was part
culture show, art celebration, party, and talent show, featuring live performances, spoken work, music, and poetry. This
event was presented by Busboys & Poets Cafe, McSweeney’s,
and The Before Columbus Foundation, and co-sponsored by
ACMCU, OPEN, MPAC, M-100 and Parwaz Playhouse.

Book Discussion: Home Boy
Author H.M. Naqvi and Jonathan Brown,
ACMCU Assistant Professor
Author H.M. Naqvi discussed his debut novel, Home Boy, a
candid story that follows the life of a young Pakistani who
moves to New York City from his home in Karachi. Naqvi’s
protagonist struggles to assimilate in his new country, first as
a searching college student and then as a successful investment banker, only to find himself isolated yet again following
the events of 9/11 and subsequent anti-Muslim backlash. The
New York Times hailed the book as a “remarkably engaging
novel that delights as it disturbs.” An audience discussion with
the author was moderated by Jonathan Brown.

Concert: DAM with DJ Underdog and Special Guest,
Omar Offendum

Salman Ahmad, musician, physician and United Nations
goodwill ambassador
Salman Ahmad is one of South Asia’s most influential cultural figures. With his band Junoon, Ahmad popularized a
blend of Western rock music and Eastern/Islamic music, “Sufi
rock,” which has been hailed as a cultural bridge within South
Asia and between the East and West. He has faced death
threats and harassment from religious extremists and government forces, but Junoon’s sweeping melodies and driving
guitars led it to become known as “the U2 of South Asia.”
Salman’s performance and discussion was co-sponsored by
ACMCU, the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service,
the Mortara Center for International Studies, the Institute for
the Study of Diplomacy, the Center for Contemporary Arab
Studies, the Georgetown University South Asian Society, the
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs, and ML
Resources Social Vision.
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DAM, the first and leading Palestinian hip hop crew, held a
special performance to a packed audience at the popular
Washington, DC venue, Busboys and Poets. DAM’s music is
a unique fusion of East and West, combining Arabic percussion rhythms, Middle Eastern melodies and urban Hip Hop.
The lyrics of DAM are influenced by the Palestinian struggle for
freedom and equality, as well as issues such as terrorism, drugs
and women’s rights. All three members of DAM were born and
raised in the slums of Lod, a mixed town of Arabs and Jews,
20 kilometers from Jerusalem. This event was co-sponsored
by ACMCU, the Georgetown University Students for Justice in
Palestine, the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee–
DC Chapter, and the Center for Contemporary Arab Studies.

Salman Ahmad Concert and Discussion

Palestinian rap group DAM at the Hard Rock Cafe in Washington, DC,
October 26, 2008.
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ACMCU uses religion, history, politics and international
relations to forge understanding and build trusting,
respectful relationships between Muslim and Christian
people, societies, and cultures.
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Education Workshops

Teacher Workshops
Since 2006, the Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim–
Christian Understanding at Georgetown University has
offered teacher workshops about Islam at no cost to school
districts, university outreach centers and departments,
private schools, civic organizations and other institutions
in the US and Canada. Since its inception, the education
workshops program has reached over 2,000 educators in
more than 50 cities across North America. The presenter is
ACMCU’s Education Consultant, Susan Douglass, an expert
on Islam and world religion curriculum development who
has published numerous books, articles, and print and
online teaching resources.

Susan Douglass, ACMCU Education Consultant

Workshops are not one-size-fits-all. Interested educators can
schedule at their convenience and create a customized workshop program, selecting from interdisciplinary content modules and teaching resources related to lessons about: Islamic
beliefs and practices, world religions in the curriculum, recent
scholarship on cultural interactions through trade, arts and
sciences, as well as the global Muslim population and contemporary issues.

Since its inception, the education workshops program has reached over
2,000 educators in more than 50 cities across North America.
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Center faculty have published over 95 books
and hundreds of articles,
translated into more than 35 languages.
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Publications

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
The Center’s faculty have published more than 95 books and
over 400 articles. Many of the Center’s faculty publications
have been translated into foreign languages, among them:
Albanian, Arabic, Bahasa Malaysia/Indonesia, Bengali, Chinese,
Danish, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Norwegian, Persian,
Serbian, Swedish, Spanish, Turkish, Uighur and Urdu. The
following are some sample faculty publications:
What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam
By John L. Esposito
Second edition published by Oxford University Press (2011)
Since the terrorist attacks of September 11th,
there has been an overwhelming demand for
information about Islam, and recent events
have raised new questions in the minds of
policymakers and the general public. This
newly updated edition of What Everyone
Needs to Know about Islam is the best single source for clearly
presented, objective information about these new developments, and for answers to questions about the origin and
traditions of Islam.

The Future of Islam
By John L. Esposito
Published by Oxford University Press (2010)
In this timely book author John L. Esposito
explores the major questions and issues that
face Islam in the 21st century and that will
deeply affect global politics: Is Islam compatible with modern notions of democracy, rule of
law, gender equality, and human rights? How
representative and widespread is Islamic fundamentalism and
the threat of global terrorism? Can Muslim minority communities be loyal citizens in America and Europe? Recent decades
have brought extraordinary changes in the Muslim world, and
in addressing these issues, Esposito paints a complex picture
of Islam in all its diversity--a picture of urgent importance as
we face the challenges of the coming century.
Islam: The Straight Path
By John L. Esposito
Fourth edition published by Oxford University Press (2010)
Now in a new edition, this exceptionally
successful survey text introduces the faith,
belief, and practice of Islam from its earliest
origins up to its contemporary resurgence.
Lucidly written and expansive in scope, Islam:
The Straight Path, Fourth Edition, provides
keen insight into one of the world’s least understood religions.
It is ideally suited for use in courses on Islam, comparative
religions, and Middle Eastern history and culture.
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Unholy War: Terror in the Name of Islam
By John L. Esposito
Published by Oxford University Press (2002)

Islam and Democracy
By John L. Esposito and John O. Voll
Published by Oxford University Press (1996)

As it became clear that the horrifying acts of
September 11th had been committed in the
name of Islam, we struggled to understand
how religion could be used to justify the
slaughter of innocents. Who are the Muslim
extremists who perpetrate such deeds? Why
do they hate us? What do they hope to achieve? Does Islam
really teach that such terrorists are holy warriors who will be
rewarded with everlasting bliss? In this level-headed and
authoritative book, John L. Esposito provides answers to
these and many other questions that have arisen in the
wake of the attacks.

In this insightful study, authors Esposito and
Voll address the questions: Are Islam and
democracy on a collision course? Do Islamic
movements seek to “hijack democracy?”
How have governments in the Muslim world
responded to the many challenges of Islam
and democracy today?

Contemporary Islam and the Challenge of History
By Yvonne Haddad
Published by SUNY Press (1982)
In this book author Yvonne Haddad explores
how the economic, social, political, military,
and intellectual aspects of the Muslims’
concern for history reveal the general structure
of their perception of reality.

Muslim Women in America, The Challenge of
Islamic Identity Today
By Yvonne Haddad (co-authored with Jane I. Smith
and Kathleen Moore)
Published by Oxford University Press (2006)
The authors offer a much-needed survey of
the situation of Muslim American women,
focusing on how Muslim views about and
experiences of gender are changing in the
Western diaspora. Centering on Muslims in
America, the book investigates Muslim
attempts to form a new “American” Islam.
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The Canonization of al-Bukhari and Muslim: The Formation
and Function of the Sunni Hadith Canon
By Jonathan A.C. Brown
Published by Brill (2007)
The two ‘Authentic’ Hadith collections of
al-Bukhari and Muslim are the most famous
books in Islam after the Quran—a reality left
unstudied until now. This book charts the
origins, development and functions of these
two texts through the lens of canonicity.
Hadith: Muhammad’s Legacy in the Medieval and
Modern World
By Jonathan A.C. Brown
Published by Oneworld Publications (2009)
Contrary to popular opinion, the bulk of Islamic
law does not come from the Quran but rather
from hadith, first-hand reports of the prophet
Muhammad’s words and deeds, passed from
generation to generation. However, with
varying accounts often only committed to
paper a century after the death of Muhammad, Islamic
scholars, past and present, have been faced with complex
questions of historical authenticity. Informative and accessible,
this wide-ranging introduction provides a detailed exploration
of the collection and criticism of hadith and examines the
controversy surrounding its role in modern Islam.

Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction
By Jonathan A.C. Brown
Published by Oxford University Press (2011)

Islam in Russia: The Politics of Identity and Security
By Shireen Hunter
Published by M.E. Sharpe (2004)

This Very Short Introduction provides a superb
introduction to the major aspects of
Muhammad’s life and its importance, providing
both Muslim and Western historical perspectives.
It explains the prominent roles that Muhammad’s
persona has played in the Islamic world
throughout history, from the medieval to the modern period.

This richly detailed study traces the shared
history of Russia and Islam in expanding
compass—from the Tatar civilization within the
Russian heartland, to the conquered territories
of the Caucasus and Central Asia, to the larger
geopolitical and security context of contemporary Russia on the civilizational divide.

Iran’s Foreign Policy in the Post-Soviet Era:
Resisting the New International Order
By Shireen Hunter
Published by Praeger (2010)

Women, the Family, and Divorce Laws in Islamic History
Edited By Amira Sonbol
Published by Syracuse University Press (1996)

This book provides the first truly comprehensive, in-depth survey of Iranian foreign policy,
issue by issue and country by country, since
the Islamic Revolution. To help readers
understand both the what and the why of
Iran’s role in the world and formulate useful
responses to that role, the author provides a detailed analysis
of Iranian foreign policy in all its dimensions.
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OXFORD ISLAMIC STUDIES ONLINE

The Occasional Papers series is a set of
publications produced by the Center discussing relevant topics in Islam and Muslim–
Christian relations. The publications are the
work of both past and present Center fellows,
as well as other scholarly experts in the field
of comparative religious studies and international relations. Past Occasional Paper titles have included:

This authoritative, dynamic resource brings together the best
current scholarship in the field for students, scholars, government officials, community groups, and librarians to foster a
more accurate and informed understanding of the Islamic
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and culture, and is regularly updated as new content is commissioned and approved under the guidance of the Editor-inChief, John L. Esposito. Visit the Oxford Islamic Studies Online
at: http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com/.
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